
Choosing the Right Pressure Pump for Your 
Rainwater Tank 
If you are looking to install a rainwater 
tank, then you probably at least intend 
to use it for watering your garden, 
washing your clothes, cleaning your 
car, filling your pool and the like. You 
might also wish to have fresh, crisp 
rainwater on tap for cooking and 
drinking. This all means you will need 
to connect and pump your precious 
rainwater from your tank into your 
house. 

How do you choose the right water 
tank pump for your needs? Most water 
tank manufacturers will provide 
special packages where they include a 
pressure pump. It is worth consulting 
them about any such packages which 
can keep your costs lower than buying one separately, and it will 
normally include a pump cover to match your tank. 

Your water tank pressure pump will obviously need power to pump the water to where it is 
needed. For domestic purposes, you will want a flow rate of 20L per minute (which is equivalent to 
your mains water supply). Most pumps can handle this, however the flow rate and power needs 
can be influenced by other factors including: 

• the distance water need to travel between your tank and home, 

• whether water needs to move upward, into multi-story homes or units, 

• the number of water outlets that need to be serviced, especially at the same time. 
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You might be tempted to choose the most powerful pump for dollar value that you can find. Keep 
in mind though, that the more powerful pump you purchase, then the more energy that it will 
require every time your rainwater is accessed throughout your house. 

Although a more complicated setup, to reduce energy usage you might want to entertain setting 
up a gravity system. This will reduce the amount of times your pump needs to activate. Basically, 
you have a separate tank located higher than where you need it (known as a header tank). Your 
rainwater is pumped to this tank and gravity takes care of getting the water to where it is needed 
in your home. 

While most pumps supplied will be suitable, if concerned we recommend that you consult your 
plumber to get a better understanding of where you need the water and what will do the job. 
Ensure your plumber is appropriately licensed in your state. Sometimes there are requirements 
that you need to comply with, especially if setting up a switch to your mains water as a backup to 
your rainwater where you require a backflow prevention device. 

For more information about pressure pumps for water tanks, contact our friendly staff to discuss 
your needs. 

 

If you have found this article helpful and are looking for a water tank,  
talk to our friendly staff today to discuss your needs and get a FREE quote: 

Phone: 1800 758 709   Website: www.nationalpolyindustries.com.au  
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You Can’t Buy Better Than The Best
National Poly Industries is a privately owned
Australian company manufacturing tanks for
over 20 years and polyethylene tanks for
over 15 years.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: The information in this document is general and provided solely on the basis that users will take responsibility for 
verifying the accuracy, currency and completeness of all relevant representations, statements and information. No user should 
act on the basis of any matter contained in this publication without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional 
advice upon his or her own particular circumstances. 

While National Poly Industries tries to ensure that the content and information is accurate, adequate or complete, it does not 
represent or warrant its accuracy, adequacy or completeness. National Poly Industries and any associates are not responsible for 
any loss suffered as a result of or in relation to the use of this information. To the extent permitted by law, National Poly Industries 
excludes any liability, including any liability for negligence, for any loss, including indirect or consequential damages arising from 
or in relation to the use of this information. 

 

‘Choosing the Right Pressure Pump for Your Rainwater Tank’ by National Poly Industries is licensed under a  
Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs 3.0 Australia license. 

You are free to copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format under the following conditions: 

1. Attribution – You must give credit to National Poly Industries, provide a link to the Web version of this article or to 
http://www.nationalpolyindustries.com.au/, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do 
so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. 

2. No Derivative Works – If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the modified material. 
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