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How to Clean Inside Your Rainwater Tank
You want to ensure the rainwater collected in your tank remains clean and fresh, especially if used for
washing, cleaning or drinking. Properly maintaining the water quality in your tank also extends the life of your
tank pump, water filters and household appliances plumbed into your rainwater.
If you have had a rainwater tank for several years, then you may have noticed that some sediment and leaves
managed to find their way into your water tank. Even with gutter guards, a rainwater diverter, leaf eaters and
strainers, which all work to keep clean rainwater flowing into your tank, somehow debris finds a way into your
tank.
The organic matter that settles at the bottom of your tank, if not cleaned out, turns into a sludge. Part of your
tank maintenance for fresher rainwater should involve cleaning out this sludge which builds up inside your
tank.
The Australian Department of Health recommends that water tanks should be inspected inside every 2-3 years
for the accumulation of sediments. To not clean inside your rainwater tank can allow harmful bacteria to build
up causing vomiting, stomach cramps, diarrhoea and other health issues.

Cleaning Inside Your Tank
Cleaning inside your tank can be a frustrating experience. If you don’t have a tank self-cleaning
system installed, then our recommendation is to hire a Water Tank Cleaning professional who can warrant
their work for damage to your tank, since manufacturer warranties will normally not cover any damage
caused during cleaning.
The cleaning process normally requires vacuuming the dirty water out of your rainwater tank through a hose
and pump. Alternatively, if your tank is big enough to enter, then you can drain the rainwater from your tank
and hose and sweep it out. Climbing into a tank can be dangerous so take care. Furthermore, not all rainwater
tanks can be easily accessed, so don’t force yourself into one!
By far the simplest cleaning solution to keep any sediment from building up in your rainwater tank is to install
a tank self-cleaning system. National Poly Industries offer the TankVac cleaning system which is very easy to
install. Once installed requires no further work on your part.
The TankVac system has a pipe with holes that is placed along the bottom of your tank where the sediment
lies. Another pipe is connected and runs up the inside tank wall to the overflow. Once setup, a vacuum is
created so that as your tank fills with water, the siphoning kicks into action and dirty water gets pumped out
up to a rate of 9 litres per second.
The expelled waste water carries with it the poorest quality water along with the harmful sludge that often
stagnates on the tank floor. Once the water in your tank drops to a pre-determined level, the water siphoning
stops leaving you with a clean water tank on the inside.
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